Influence of prior orchiopexy on stage and prognosis of testicular cancer.
Thirty-four cryptorchid testis cancer cases were studied, of whom 9 patients had prior orchiopexy at the time of cancer diagnosis. Disease stage in this group was: stage I = 4, stage II = 1 and stages III and IV = 4 cases. Seventy-eight percent of these cases (n = 7) had non-seminomas; 4 of these patients died. In the uncorrected cryptorchidism group (n = 25), disease stage was: stage I = 12, stage II = 9 and stages III and IV = 4 cases. Of these cases, 64% (n = 16) had seminomas and 6 patients died. Orchiopexy marginally reduced the symptomatic interval for subsequent cancer and probably decreased the risk of seminoma development. Orchiopexy did not lead to a more favourable disease presentation or prognosis because of the adverse bias of advanced-stage non-seminomas in this group.